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were compelled to take monastic vows. Then Childeric was murdered. Ebroin got out of his monastery, the two princes, Dagobert and Theuderic, were extracted from their monasteries by partisans, and in the end Theuderic got the crown, and Ebroin was once more Mayor of Neustria. The other claimant, Dagobert, was killed; but the Austrasians, who objected to the villainous Ebroin, chose for their leader Pepin of Heristal the Younger, grandson of Bishop Arnulf and Pepin the Old. Ebroin had the best of the fighting, but was murdered in 681, and in 687 Pepin at last succeeded in compelling Theuderic to recognize him as Mayor both of Austrasia and of Neustria.
From 688 to 714 Pepin was practically the ruler of the Frankish dominion, not attempting to usurp the crown, for it had become quite obvious that the Franks at large meant the royal title to remain with the Merwings, but reigning in Austrasia, where his nominees were Theuderic's Ministers in the West. The chaos of the last half-century had.resulted in the loss of great part of the Eastern Frankish dominions, where the Bavarians, the Thuringians, and the Frisians, who had been in the past compelled to submit to the Frankish sovereignty, had thrown off such allegiance as they had once paid. Even the Swabians on the Upper Rhine had refused submission. In a series of campaigns Pepin now succeeded in restoring the Frankish authority and compelling Frisians and Swabians to acknowledge the sovereignty of King Theuderic and his successors, whose names it is not worth while to enumerate.
But Pepin did more. He was not only a conqueror; he was also energetic in spreading Christianity among the unconverted pagans of the outlying regions. Hitherto none had penetrated among them but the enthusiastic emissaries of the Celtic Church in Ireland. But before the beginning of the eighth century all England had adopted the Latin Christianity of Kent, not the Celtic system, which at one time seemed likely to gain the north at least. It was from England that Pepin procured his missionaries, headed by St. Willibrord, to go forth and preach among their Frisian kinsfolk. An Austrasian bishop carried the Christian doctrine into Bavaria, where the Bishopric of Salzburg was founded; while the Irishman, St. Killian, preached the gospel in Thuringia,
In 716 the great Mayor died, leaving a legitimate grandson and an illegitimate son, Charles. There ensued another period of confusion, for his widow made the preposterous attempt to get her very youthful grandson recognized as Mayor, having, naturally enough, BO tenderness toward her husband's illegitimate offspring. But there was no meaning in a Mayor who was not capable of exercising vigorous rule in his own person. The widow shut Charles up ia prison, but the Neustrians chose a Neustrian Mayor and attacked.